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AUSTRALIAN

TURN ‘WOTAN SWITCH,
MENACING FOE’S LINE

|

WASHINGTON,

SOLDIERS

Trap to Derail British Drive Changed Into
Lane that Makes the Great Push

Much Easier

(By Interiational News Service.)
May 7.—To the Australians fell the honor today of “out-

London,
Hindesburging Hindeaburg.”

They took hold of one end of the “Wotan switch” of the old Hinden-

burg line and pushed it more than a

going all the casier.

But the way it was done was not as simple as it is to describe the re-
sults. Blood flowed in streams. The outskirts of two hamlets, just the
tiniest dots on the map, were the scenes of carnage such as had not been

seen since Verdun.

At dawn the Australians stormed forward to close their ring around
Clear through it ran the front trench of
the Wotan line, backed by two formidable support trenches.

By noon they had carried the battle into the heart of this miniature
fortress. At sundown it was a graveyard of thousands; and across the
carpet of dead the battle still raged,

one of these villages, Bullecourt.

departing light of day.

“Switching the Switeh.™
Meanwhile the Australlans were busy
“switching the switch.” A few mliles
northeastward of Bullecourt lles the vil-
Inge of Riencourt. The same kind of
nut-cracker movement, Hindenburg's own
favorite strategy, was being executed
here. From three sides, west. south and
east, the Australians pressed forward
Bombs, bayonets and machine gun bul-
lets and grenades held no terrors for
them. On and on they came, while over
their heads sizxled a hail of shells from
the British barrage fire into the Teuton
second and third lines ” nipping In the
bud all German attempts to send re-en-
forcements into the hard-pressed first line

trenches.

More than a mfte was gained, and at
nightfall Riencourt, lilke Bullecourt, had
become virtually untenable. The-bvtunitt::d
“gwitchpoint” of the old Hindemburg line
and the Wotan position had been wiped
off the map, and now the British are
well on the way toward turning the whole
switch and tackling the new Hindenburg

front.

Up to this evening more than a handred
prisoners bad flled past the British first
line to the cages behind the front. But
success on the western front is no longer
measured by prisoners. The toll of dead
is a safer, If more gruesome, criterion.

Take 20,000 Prisoners,

Nevertheless France was cheered to
unbounded jubllation today when the
Paris war office announced that since
April 16 the French forces have taken
3,000 prisoners. Of thig total, more than

620 have been taken In the last four
days’ tighting alone.
Four fresh German divisions—80,000

men—were identified northeast of Sols-
sons, where the Teutons throughout last
night and today launched embittered,
though vain, counter-attacks, Paris re-
ports officially.

The French, says the statement, “vie-
toriously resisted the most furious as-
saults and maintained their positions
evirywhere. The Germans were sguffer-
ing lurge losses in these engagements.”

The German war office officially de-
seribed the battles, both on the Anglo-
German and Franco-German fronts, as
victories for the Teuton armsa. It as-
serted the British bombardment caused
fires in St. Quentin and new damage to
the cathedral,

French attacks north of the Alsne and
in the Champagne were repulsed with
heavy losses and In some sectors the
Germans even forced the poilus to draw
back.

ROOT MISSION
LEAVES SOON

Will Cross Pacific and Spend
Week or More in Japan.

A ship has been secured for the Root
commission to Russla, and the party is
expected to depart within the next week.
An early announcement of its personnel
will be forthcoming, it was Indicated in
officlal circles yesterday.

The mission will leave a Pacific coast
port and cross the Pacific to Yokohama.
It will remain for a week or more in

, Japan studying conditions of supply in
that country, from which Russia has

.

party will then proceed to Viadivostock,

% Feastern terminal of the
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of the new Hindenburg line. They thus turned the switch that had been
built by the Teutons to derail the British push into one which will make the

The Teutons still held a desperate grip upon the major part of the
village, but yard by yard Sir Douglas Haig's men pushed on.
all of Bullecourt to the British seemed a matter of hours.

for the Allies.

mile to the east toward the “tracks”

a myriad bayonets glittering in the

The fall of

“UNCLE JOE” DOLLS UP
FOR 81ST BIRTHDAY

“Don’t Feel a — Bit Old,” Chirps Ex-
Speaker, Sporting Frock Coat.

Yestorday was Uncle Joe Cannon’s
Elst birthday.

The veteran legislator, hero of & hun-
dred wordy battles in the halis of Con-
gress, whose record in the House of Rep-
resentatives extends back to the same
year of grace as furnished Willlam Jen-
nings Bryan with his first “talking point’
—18T3—loocked as chipper as a boy.

For the occasion he appeared yesterday
enveloped In a monstrously lengthy frock
coat of the “Prince Albert” type with
pin stripe trousers andya boutonnlere of
violets and lilies of the valley.

He was congratulated by all hands
and at 1 o'clock declared himself In ad-
journment while he traversed the length
of the Capitol Bullding and lunched with
a group of his cronies In the Senate.

Uncle Joe sald he felt just as spry
and sprightly as any of the giddy sexage-
narians apd the youngsters in this fifties.

“A man's just as old as he feels,” sald
Unecls Joe,” and I don't feel a bit old.”
The ex-Speaker qualified *Dbit” with a
strong word.

Pacifist Who Fought
Lodge Joins U. S. Army

Boston, May 7.—Alexander Bann-
wart, whose pacifist beliefs lod
him to engage in a fight with Sen-
ator Henry Cabot Lodge, In Waah-
ington, on April 2, today enlisted
in the army.

Mr. Bannwart was prominent in
the antl-war eampalgn. Ha was
leading thirty Boston pacifists In
Washington when hisa fight with |
Senator Lodge occurred. At that
time he was quoted as having said
“war 18 cowardly.” He soon will
carry a rifle.

*._

-

“Sub” Menace to Be Doomed
In Near Future by Fleet of
U. S. Ships, Says Expert

Chairman William Denman, of the Fed-
eral Shipping Board, night
nounced that the government's plan to
combat Germany's submarine menace
would undoubtedly be fulfilled within a
short time by the construction of a very

large number of both wooden and steel
ships to run the blockade and carry sup-
plies of all kinds to the allles,

“Within eighteen months an enormous
number of wooden ships will have been
placed in service,” Mr. Denman sald. It
is the hope, too, of the Shipping Board
that within the same period the bullding
#f steel tonnage on a scale much larger
than ls now anticipated may be real-
Ized. We fully hope to comstruct a Very
Iarge amount of steel tonnage.”

Inst an-

Preliminary negotiations for the bulid-
Ing of scores of wooden ships have been
completed. These contracts will be
signed immediately upon the passage by

Congress of an appropriation sufficlent
to cover the proposad shipbullding
scheme,

Chalirman Denman last night emphati-
cally denied that the government had
contemplated an abandonment in any de-
tail of the mammoth program for wood-
en ship construction.

“Doubtiess the stories concerning the
abandonment of the wooden ship pro-
gram,” he =ald., “arose from the fact
that having nothing more to say about
wooden ships, we talked about nothing
but steel. The wooden ship scheme will

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO,

May Solve U-Boat Problem
At Council Parley Today

Out of & conference to be held in the
office of Becretary of the Navy Danlels
this morning may emerge a definite
policy for combatting the U-boat menace.

Attending the council. which will be|
presided over by Mr. will be
the entire Special Problems Committes
of the Naval Consulting Board and every
construction and strategy expert of the
navy.

The conference is a resuit of telephonic
conversations yesterday between Mr.
Daniels and Lawrence Addicks, chalrman
of the Special Problems Committee, Mr,
Addicks, following his long distance talk
with the Secretary, took a train from his

Danlels,

York. Mr. Saunders i the man who
startled the country on Saturday by the
announcement that a device to end the
effectiveness of the submarine had been
discovered. Efforts to determine the
nature of this “submarine hound”
trought forth later statements which in-
dicated that Mr, Saunders had been
over-optimistic in his declarations.

Other members of the Special Problems
Committee who will attend today's con-
ference are Messrs. Robbing Thayer, and
Sperry. They were expected to arrive in
the capital early thiz morning.

It was learned definitely yvesterday that
the Special Problems Committee—which
is romposed of experts who took up the
work of finding a means to check Ger-

home at Elizabeth, N. J, and arrived
in Washington yesterday afterncon.

Mr. Daniels also had two long-distance
talks with Willlam L. Saunders. in New

man submarine operations immediately
ipon our declaration of war against Ger-
many—alrendy has three *“leads” which
promise sensational results,

Embargo Debated Six Hours
Behind Senate Closed Doors

The Senate =at throughout yesterday in
executive session with the embargo pro-
visiong of the administration espionage
bill under secret discussion.

Administration leaders under pressure
from the White House produced docu-
mentary evidence In vast volume to prove
o the satisfaction of the Senate, which
is akeptical, just how necessary at this
Juncture is a complete authorization to
the President to preseribe drastic limi-
tations upon exports of the United States
In order to meet deceptions and misstate-
ments with regard to the ultimate desti- |
nation of goods and materials of all sorts |
shipped to apparent neutral duﬂnaﬂon.l

|
|

The effort of the administration lead-
ers to force the exact phraseology de-
sired by the administration into the bill
resulted in numerous sharp clashes on
the floor. It did, however, bear (ts first
fruit when it was successful in having

the recent amendment of Senator Bmith, |

of Georgia, reconsidered, and with the
original proposition as presented by the
bill once more under discussion, the Sen-
ate, after six hours of executive session,
recessed until today,

The point is- made by the administra-
tion. whose views are volced on the floor
by Senntor Martin, of Virginia, that the

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.
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10,000 RAIL WORKERS
WILL GO TO FRANCE
AS FIRST U. S. FORCE

gineer Corps, will be the first to carry

force immediately went forward from

3 offre’s Train |

s Wrecked

While Speeding Eastward;

Envoys Escape Uninjured

(By International News Serviee.)

Arcolo, [ll., May 7.—The special train bearing Gen. Joffre, Vice Premier
Viviani, and other members of the French mission eastward after a tour
of the Middle West was wrecked in the middle of a corn field, midway

Several persons

suffered shight bruises, but none of the members of the French party was

between Arcolo and Filson, Ill., at 7

injured.
Cause Not Known

The cause of the wreck is not yet
known. Pennsylvania Rallroad em-
ployes who made an examination of
the wreck by lantern light expressed
the opinion that the cars were derailed
acclidentally. Secret Service men, head-
ed by Willlam Nye, began immediate
investigation.

The train was speeding eastward at
the rate of forty miles an hour, after
leaving Springfield, Ill., where Gen.
Joffre snd M. Vivian| lald a wreath on

the tomb of Abraham Lincoln late this|

afternoon.

Fifty miles northwest of
Haute, Ind, the tender of the second
locomotive of a “double-header” sud-
denly left the raile. The baggage car,
immediately behind, lunged over on its
side and fell erosswise of the rails, a
tangled mass.

The Pullman car, bearing newspaper
correspondents, immediately behind the
baggage car, erashed Into the baggage
car and left the rails, but did not turn
over, The dining car, next behind,
left the tracks with a crash, but the
compartment car in which the Secret
Bervice men were riding and the ob-
servation car, quartering Gen. Joffre
and Vice Premier Viviani, remained on
the rails.

Gen. Joffre and M, Vivian! were at din-
ner when the crash came. The dishes

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO,

MUST HAVE RATE

RAISE, SAY ROADS

Advance of 159, Needed to
Prevent Financial Plight,
. C. C. Is Told.

An immediate increase In freicht rates
Is necessary to save the American rail-
ways from a most serious financial
plight, representatives of the Eastern
carriers fold the Interstate Commerce
Commission vesterday,

locreased operating  costs, the new
wage scale demanded by the Adamson
eight-hour luw, and the high wages paid
in industrial plants have all added to the
cost of railway operations and main-
tenance, while there has been no cor-
responding or porportionate advance in
rallway rates, untfl at the present time
the railroad systems in America face a
situation which is a menace to the trans-
portation svstem of the nation.

These were the facts hammered home!

in the all day session, as the presidents
and high officials of the big Eastern
raillway systems urged upon the members
of the Interstate Commerce Commission
the immediate granting of a 15 per cent
Increase in frelght rates as & measure of
rellef.

ot Sudden Plight,

“In no sense can this plight be .-nu.-dltﬂy the International News Serviee.) | lor
1. |

a sudden or unexpected happening,””
F. Loree, president of the Dalaware and
Hudson Rallroad.
sequence of forces which have been oper-
ating for at least three decades. So

far from kecplng pace with rising cosis |

which have been In progress slnee 1598,
the raflronds have been required to re-
duce rates which had not been changed
since the value of money was at its high-
est.”

He then cited the reduction of anthra-
cite rates in 1916, s n case in point.

“What we are confronting,” he con-
tinued, “is something, which, unfess in-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE.

AGED WOMAN, STRUCK

|

|

Mrs. Horana Kuill, Failing to Hear |
Warning, Succumbs to Injuries. J

Mzs, Horana Kulll, 7 years old, of 3015 |
Sixteenth street northeast, was struck by |
a car at Rhode Island avenve Ind Eigh-'
teenth strect northeast yesterday' afrer- |
noon at 445 o'clock and dled in Emer-
gency Hospital an hour later of a fruc- |
tured skull, concussion of the brain and |
internal injuries. i

Mrs. Kulll was accompaniedq by Mrs. |
J. D. Leonard, of 197 Rhode Island ave-
nue northeast. at the time of the accl-
dent. The motorman of the approach-!
ing car evidently thought they beanl’
his gong, and when he saw their dsnger |
it wag too late to stop, An fnqg will |
be held today. Motorman George J. |

Steele, of 1709 Fifth street northw nd
Conductor W. A. White, or 1|me.-‘[-e:"hr
street northwest. were summoned to ap-
pear.

Terre |

“It is in part the con- |

:30 o'clock tonight.

organization.

U. 8. COTTON SHIP SUNK.

New York, May 7 —That another steam-

sunk by a German submarine was indi-
cated by private cables received by New
York cotton houses today,

iAlienists Decla

New Dr. Jekyl

re Vawter

and Mr. Hyde,

Man with Dual Personality

By CLEVE H, STALFFER,
(Staff Correspondent.)
Christiansburg, Va.. May 7.—Allenists
testifying this afternoon in the murder
trial here declare that Prof. Charles E.
Vawter, charged with killing Stockton
Heth, jr, had a dual personality, and
that he was the personification of Dr.
Jekyl and Mr, Hyde, the famous crea-

tions of Robert Louis Stevenson.
Buch deductions cume as an unexpected
sensation In one of the most exciting

court battles to prove n man insane and
sane thot perhaps was ever heard in this
State.

The Commonwealth vigorously pressed
ita fight to show that Vawter was sane
at the time he wrote the inlquitous letter
in which he practically bargained the af-
fections of his beautiful wife to Heth
It he would pay a liguor bill which the
defendant had coniracted.

Dr. J. 8. Dejearnette and Dr. J, .

|
|

King, two of the mosit prominent alien-
ists in this country, were called by the
Commonwealth. They both declared that
Vawter was sane when he wrote the let-
ter.

To offset and perhaps very much dam-
age this testimony. the defense called
Dr. J. K. Hall and Dr. L. G. Pedigo, both
insanity experts of wide reputation

The testimony was spparently very dis-
tasteful to Vawter, who tried to seem un-
concerned by reading newspapers.

He could not help but hear more than

seven hours of testimony, on one hand
declaring that he was “mad,"’ erazy, and
Ineane, and on the other hand that he

wias normal although he had been living
& “mauélin® %ife at the period in contre-
VErsy.

Dr. Hall deciared that 4 man I8 insane
when he is intoxicated. He took offense
when Jack Lee. chigf counsel for the
prosecution, asked him whether he
thought procurists were (nsane.

Testimony was of an exceedingly un-

CONTINTED ON PAGE TWO,

French War Commissioners -

Visit Capital Horse Show

Despite the threatening
chill breezes, several
ington's horse

clouds and
hundred of Wash-

lovers turned out vesler-
day to witness the opening day of the
'elxhth annual National Capita! Horse

Show. While “soclety” did not turn out
in full force, as It usually does on the
first day of the meeting, there was
| enough of the “old guard” present to fAll
| most of the boxes

From the standpoint of horseflesh, the

present is the finest and largest show
[ever held here, and those who braved
| the cool breczes of yvesterday were not
| disappointed An attractive card of
hunters, harness, saddle-roadsters,

|pﬂnln, and other events offered a good
afternoon’s  entertainment, and also
‘hml:xhr into the ring some of the coun-
|tr¥’s  best-known horsemen and horse-
women

In the middle of the afternoon a group
of subordinate members of the French
wAr commission now visiting the United

|

j Slates passed into the Erounds
first sight their uniforms the poople
In the stunds rose en masse, and the
band swung into the stirring strains of

At the

of

| the “Marsellaise.” at the end of which |
there was cheering and handclapping
Also, when the hand playved the “‘Star
Spangled Banner'' the members of the
commission stood at rigid attention with
| the entire assemblage.

Owing to & number of military events

for officers of the army, Maj. Gen. Leon-
ard Wood and other officers of the sery-
fve were interested spectators. The final
event of the day for officers of the
army, was judged by Gen. Wood.

) ition, while of the keenecst =ort

won, was divided rather evenly
in the firld. no one stable walking away
with the opening. as has been the
in previous vears. This is due to the
that probably the best horses in

LR
favt
thie

CONTINUED OX PAGE FIVE
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Petrogrud, May 7.—The revolt-shaken
Muscovite realm ig still in the throeg of
seething Internal chaoa, but from one

end to the other of the vast land the
people s o positlon agalnst Separate
| peace 1s manifest.

Today it is clear that last week's new
outbrenks were due solely to the fact
that Russia has not yet a central au-
thority and that the cleavage between

the workmen's and soldlers’ councll and

the provisional government Is the result
not of the council’s desire for a bargain
with the central powers but of Its firm
resolution to make it known to the allies
that Russin wantg no comquest and no

indemnity from this war. The council's
alm f= peace, bt a general peace with
all belligerent=, renouncing annexation

and all imperialistic ambitions.

Pessimists looked for new disorders to- |

lday, tor it i= the day of the feast of St |the latter to draw out Russian military |
{day, f 5

| George. The “"Bluck Hundreds,' several | secrets,

newspapers announce, have planned 2| “Write the first pages of the history

demonstration in the capital
Berge Sazonoff, former forelgn minis-

No War Economy in China; 100 Hurt in “Sham” Battle; |
Eighteen Courses on Menu

War econoiny means nothing in the
Hre of Chinese officlals, if a8 menuy re-
cefved hers yesterday is any indication.

A member of the British mission re-

celved a menu card from a British diplo-
mat in Chinn for a dinner given by Pres-
ident lLian Huan< onethe day following
hin deciaration of War against Germany.

It was a simple little affair for the for- |

olgn diplomats—there were only eighteen
courses, and the dolicacies Included
shark's fine and other edibles so rare
that even Broadway doesn't have them.

T tment Draving-resm Sleepers,
e & Ohlo to. New York, open

wore &
}t,";,‘.",,:r( Leave !'nion Station, W
ington, 12:25 a. m. .
a
3 4 e e -

Chaos Still Grips Russia;
People Want General Peace

ash- | Will be victarious. The

in & message 1o the English spesk-
{ing people today, sald:

| “"heep cool: don't get excited; I'm sure
|the present Russian erigis will pass off
f iteelf.”

Meanwhile Gen. Gurke, commander on
Russian western front. continued to-
| day his efforts to whip the Russian nrmy
back inte = old fighting spirit. In an
| inspiring message to the troops he told
them that every moment of lull in the

|o
|

the

|east means an invaluable gain of time |

to the Germans; that the Germans, rely-
| ing on the disorzanization of the Russian
jarmy. already have transferred three di-

| vislons—&0,000 men—including artillery
and alreraft. to the west front. Inactiv-
ity In the ecast. he sald, means added
German strength against the allles in

L the west

The weneral ordered his troops to stop |

| the now common practice of fraternizing
with the Teuton soldiers, since it enabled

‘of new, free Russia with blood if need
| be,” concluded his message.

Bullets Mixed with Blanks

Mexico City, May 7.—More than 1% per-
sons were wounded, many fatally, and
several were killed during 4 “sham™ bat-
tie in which schooiboys took part yester-
diy. Bome one had mized loaded car-
tridges’ with the blanks. The battle was
|part of the ceremonles celebrating the in-
i:m:urnuun of President Carranza.

KAISER SCENTS VICTORY,
Amsterdam, May 7.—Emperor William

has sent a message of birthday greet-
ing# to the German crown prince express-
ing confidence that the German armies
|engaged agninst the BErittah and French
crown prince was

born on May 6 1583

—

ship carrying cotton to Europe has been |

Nine Regiments to Be Formed Under Offi-
cers from Engineers’ Corps—Will

Be Volunteer Army.

An expeditionary force of more than 10,000, composed entirely of
railroad workers, under the leadership of officers of the United States En-

the Stars and Stripes overseas.

They will be sent to France to take over a large part of the work on
the lines of communication behind the battle front.

Orders to recruit the
the War Department late yesterday.

WILL FORM NINE REGIMENTS.

Nine regiments will be formed, each officered by a colonel and adjutant
from the Engineer Corps. The other officers will be selected from ghe ranks
of the recruits. Not even the Officers’ Reserve Corps will be called upon.

The “First Ten Thousand.™ as they are already being called in the War
Department, will be separate from any other unit or organization in the serv-
ice. They will be secured entirely through volunteer methods and will not
be a part of the Engineer Corps, even though flying the pennants of that

Will e toe France.

As a separate
apecial line of
and operating

corps of experts in one
work—railroad
will be transported
to France, probably in several of the
great German ships seized by this gov

emnmment and now being repaired and

bullding
they

made ready for use

Although almost enlrely a special
body, the rallroad corps will wear (}
United Stat miform and My the A
ican fag They go to France on a
clal mission; the rallroads of that coun-
try are reported In poor condition as a

resuit of overuse and the Impossibility
of securing sufficient men from the fAring

line for the plants to replace broken-
1 down equipment

The great railroad coenters of the
I United States will be the recrulting
?1-mn'.; for the new f ¢. Epecial offices
| have been established in New York. (hi-
cago, St. Louls, Boston, Pittsburgh, Dhe-
troit. Atlanta, San Francisco, and Phil-
adelphia for the examination and enlist-

ment of candid
The War I
noon lssued

yvesterday

ollowing statement

rei-

allve to the new [

“The War Ivpartment has sent out or-
ders for the mabdng, as rapidly as pos
fible, of nine additional regiments of en-
gineers who are destined to procesd o
France at the sariiest possible moment
for work on the lines of communications

Requeats Yo Speculation,

“Tt I3 requested of the press thar ne
speculation or rumeors rregarding this
force be oarrvied By Tt oiher than those
Eiven ot by the War Department ATl
detafls with regard to the force will b
reieased by the department as fast s
compatible with the public interests

“Two officers from the regular Corps
of Engineers will be assigned to eart
regiment. but the names of these ofMcers
will not be announced at the present
time.™

The rallroad corps the same as that

Proposed Ly, D “T rd. prosident
of m— ™r 4 Y s Rajlroad an
A e ‘ﬁ The councils of the Nationa

Couneil of Defense. Instead of pending
the workers as merely a semi-govern
mental enterprise. however, it was de

cided to enlist them In the regular ser
vice

On the

same lines. an early announce-
ment i=s expected of orders to recruit »
similar force for use in Russia The
Russian raflroads are declared 1o be ir

fVen A worse state than those in France

and the fulnesa of the Rossian arm:
ndously hampered by lack of
* communication snd transporis-

OUR TO BOOM
BONDS LIKELY
McAdoo May Make Stumping

Trip in Interest of Lib-
erty Loan.

Beoretary of the Treasury MeAdon I
considering making A& stumping tour of
| the United States to encourage subserip-
| ions to the 14 ¢ Loan of 197

This was learned last night in official
quarters, following the recelpt of a Inrge
number of telegrams, principally from
the Middie West, in which the Secretary
was urged to make & series of personal
Al peals to the iblic to irchuse Amer-
lea's first war hond issue

The question has not been decided one
way or the othe It woas =tated the
probability s that it wil]l b« g LT Fag-
fore President Wilsar r his mmich-
dation or disapprova

Additional subscri ms were tab
yvesterday to the extent of S16, (00, w0,
bringing the total tabulated ofWerings for
the Liberty Loan bonds up to $460 000 00
Hundreds of letiers and telegrams still
remnin unopenesd at the Treasury

ment because of inadegoate foros
of the avalanche, and

when tabulated

the o
wil

oare

of these
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